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This is SÖRAB... 
Since 1995 sörab has had a modern waste disposal and  
management plant in Löt/Vallentuna and a recycling plant 
and a closed down landfill in Hagby/Täby. There are waste  
reloading plants in Hagby/Täby and Smedby/ Upplands 
Väsby. There are recycling centres in Hagby/Täby,  
Löt/Vallentuna, Smedby/ Upplands Väsby, Görväln/Järfälla, 
Stockby/Lidingö and Kvarnkullen/Sundbyberg, as well  
as separate reception points for garden waste in  
Södergarn/Lidingö and Kronåsen/Sollentuna.
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sörab, Söderhalls Renhållningsverk AB, is a regional recycling 
and waste management company, owned by the municipalities 
of Danderyd, Järfälla, Lidingö, Sollentuna, Solna, Stockholm, 
Sundbyberg, Täby, Upplands Väsby and Vallentuna.

The company has been given the task to stand for the waste 
management responsibility of the owner municipalities excluding 
Stockholm. sörab also offers waste sorting, recycling and 
management services to industries and other companies. 

You are welcome to visit our plants. You will find the opening 
hours and information about waste and recycling on our website 
www.sorab.se.

Welcome to 
SÖRAB

Vallentuna

Upplands
Väsby

Sollentuna
Täby

Danderyd

Solna Lidingö

Stockholm

Sundby-
berg

Järfälla

Per Nilsson, CEO
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Our recycling centre has a capacity to receive and handle 125,000 
tonnes of waste annually. The transports with industrial waste, 
construction and demolition waste, as well as bulky waste arrives here. 
We handle both pre-sorted and unsorted material. Combustible 
materials are chipped on site before delivery to different energy 
plants. Through this activity, about 129 GWh can be recovered from 
the waste. We also accept metals separately or sort them. They are 
further transferred to fragmentation plants so that afterwards they 
can be used as new raw materials. At the sorting area there is also 
room for intermediate storage of different types of materials which 
will be recycled. The operations at the sorting area have been run in 
co-operation with an entrepreneur for several years. 

The Sorting Area

Sorting of the waste is enabled by waste picking machines. There is a load control employee on site to ensure that no hazardous waste or electronic appliances have 

been mixed with the delivered material.



Waste disposal
A landfill used to be named a tip before. Today it is a 
well supervised and controlled business which demands 
large knowledge. Since 2002 it’s no longer permitted to 
dispose sorted combustible material and since 2005 it’s 
no longer permitted to dispose organic waste. 

At Löt in Vallentuna we at SÖRAB have a modern land-
fill that was put into operation in 1995. The deposition 
takes place in different cells, depending on the different 
environmentally harmful qualities of the waste. When 
there is waste disposal, leach water is produced. It is 
collected and the leach water from different parts can be 
controlled separately. The Löt area covers 320 ha which 
guarantees that we will have space for a long time in the 
future to deposit waste which cannot be recycled. 

The leach water from the plant is cleaned at a local  
treatment plant, based on natural processes. The water is 
treated in different dams and then cleaned in a filter area 
in the nearby forest region. All the treated water from 
the Löt area is then collected in a joint dyke, where the 
water is discharged after having been controlled to meet 
pre-determined conditions. The recipient of the water 
is lake Jälnan. Water characterisation and continuous 
checks prove that the leach water does not contain such 
contaminants which the recipient cannot tolerate and 
that provided permission limits are respected. 

The Löt plant. 
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A large part of the recycling of waste comprises 
production of energy, which is contained in the waste. 
sörab produces 460 GWh annually (corresponding 
to about 23,000 households per year) from different 
types of waste. Waste from 200,000 households in the 
sörab-region, is incinerated at plants both in Stockholm 
and Uppsala. In order to minimize the impact on the 
environment sörab is working to optimise the transpor-
tation. We have strict requirements for those who help 
us with our transportation, both environmentally related 
and with regard to flexibility and service. We have two 
reloading centres, where the waste can be reloaded in 
order to minimize the number of transport vehicles.

In some periods, maintenance of the furnace at the energy 
plants is carried out. During these weeks the waste is 
baled so that it can be stored until there is sufficient 
capacity to receive it. This sometimes means that 
15,000–20,000 bales might need to be stored, for which 
we have the capacity at Löt. 

Waste is Fuel 

Reloading of waste for a more rational trans-
portation takes place at the reloading centres 
at Hagby in Täby and Smedby in Upplands 
Väsby.

The waste from households can be used 

as fuel at heating plants.

Baled household waste is energy reserve for the 

coming heating season. 
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We opened our ecopark in 2003 as part of the Hagby area and it is 
detached from the remaining activities through a timber palisade. 
The ecopark is a co-operation between us at sörab, and many  
committed people interested in nature. Together with ornithologists 
and a landscape architect we have established a park with dams and 
waterfalls for treatment of leach water. 

We plan and plant in order to offer birds a place to rest, while we 
offer people a place for recreation and excursions.

The Ecopark 

We have made an effort to merge the park with the surrounding nature and therefore we left the Hagby tip to the plants, animals and to nature lovers. 
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When there is waste decomposition at a landfill, gas is being produced. 
It is mainly comprised of methane and is often called biogas. The 
gas can be used as fuel. It is environmentally-friendly and non-fossil 
fuel. sörab has been producing gas at the Hagby tip since 1988. 
The gas is transported to Täby’s centre, where it is used for heating 
of residential buildings and premises. For several years there also 
have been attempts to speed up the decomposition processes at  
Hagby. Already from the start there have been special cells at the 
new landfill in Löt, in which waste that contains large quantities 
of easily decomposited material is handled separately. The gas from 
Löt is used, among other things, by the nearby service area Roslags-
toppet and at the waste plant. Since 2005 sörab has produced 
electricity from gas at Löt. The new electric generator produces  
170 kW electricity per hour and has a heat flow rate of 210 kWh. 
In the periods when there is surplus gas production, the gas is burnt 
in a torch. The reason is that methane is a greenhouse gas with a 
negative environmental impact 25 times worse than carbon dioxide 
if it is emitted without being burnt.

Gas

The gas is transported through a seven-km long pipeline from the old landfill at Hagby to Täby’s centre. 



At Hagby recycling plant there is special reception of  
hazardous waste from small companies. There are 
chemists who can assist in sorting and classifying.  
sörab relies on external expert help for waste handling 
at Hagby as well as for maintenance of the environmental 
stations at our recycling centres. At Hagby sörab has the 
capacity to receive 1,000 tonnes of hazardous waste a 
year, excluding electronic waste. 

It is especially important never to mix hazardous waste 
with other waste. There are also many rules in force for 
both transportation and handling of hazardous waste. 

The hazardous waste requires treatment at special plants. 
A large part of the waste is treated in Norrtorp in Närke, 
where there is a large waste management plant. Parts 
of the waste can also be treated through combustion at 
ordinary district heating plants, for instance. 

Hazardous waste 
is for example:
v Waste oil 
v Paint
v Solvents
v Mercury waste
v Glue

But also:
v Refrigerators and freezers 
v Electronics 
v Light bulbs
v Fluorescent lamps
v Energy saving lamps

Expired medicine should be returned to the 
pharmacy, which also accept syringes placed 
in a Safeclip.

Hazardous Waste 
from Small 
Companies

At the new reception point and intermediate storage SÖRAB welcomes small companies 

which want to take care of the hazardous waste in an environmentally-friendly way. 
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At Löt sörab accepts ashes from waste combustion for 
solidification and deposit. The ashes which contain 
hazardous material are mixed with cement which is 
deposited and builds up a hard body. Thus leakage of 
hazardous material is hindered effectively and with the 
help of the cell deposit technology applied at Löt the 
leach water can be continuously held under control.  

sörab is also able to accept slag from the waste  
combustion plant. The slag is deposited at the bottom  
of the furnace while the ash is the dust which is captured 
in the gas treatment filter. Recyclable metals are  
extracted from the slag. The remaining materials can 
be used for construction of embankments, covers or as 
other building materials. The slag is salty though and 
there is development underway to take care of the salty 
water so that it does not have a negative impact on the 
recipient. 

Ashes and Slag 

The ash mixing station at Löt. Slag from waste combustion on which SÖRAB has development work together with KTH 

in order to handle the problem with the salts from the material, among other things.
10
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Contaminated soil, pressure-treated 
timber, intermediate storage 

of electrical waste

Decomposition of contaminants is enabled via biological treatment with air ventilation and covering with screens to avoid the emission of the contaminants into the air. 

At the Löt plant sörab accepts contaminated soil for treatment. 
Most types of soil, which should pass through biological treatment 
or soil washing, can be accepted. sörab is also able to provide 
thermal treatment. The treatment takes place on special thick surfaces, 
where the leach water is collected for preliminary treatment before it 
is carried away to the combined treatment plant at the Löt plant. 

The treatment takes place in co-operation with different entrepre-
neurs that are specialists in such treatment. sörab is able to accept 
100,000 tonnes per year and 2,000 tonnes of sand. 

sörab is also able to temporarily store 2,500 tonnes of pressure- 
treated timber per delivery and to chip 2,500 tonnes. Besides, 
10,000 tonnes of electrical waste is temporarily stored at Löt. 
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At the Hagby recycling plant we provide composting of garden 
waste. The finer parts of the waste are taken to composting while the 
thicker branches are chipped and sold as biofuel. 

The composting takes place in high stripes, which are turned to 
supply with oxygen. When the decomposition is ready the material 
has been decomposed to Hagby mull. The mull is sold unmixed as a 
soil conditioner as well as mixed as planting soil and garden soil.  
A total of 25,000 tonnes of garden waste is composted annually  
at Hagby. 

The leach water from the composting area is collected and carried 
away to the recycling plant’s system and the landfill’s water treatment 
system. 

Composting

Reception of garden waste takes place at Hagby, but even to a greater extent at the Görväln recycling centre 

in Järfälla and at Södergarn on Lidingö. To a smaller extent, there is reception via containers at all SÖRAB 

recycling centres. 

The compost is oxygenated through turning in 

order to get good decomposition. 



Recycling 
Centres
The best way to achieve a high recycling level of bulky 
waste is to allow households to sort the waste by them-
selves at the recycling centre. Of the more than 71,000 
tonnes collected by sörab at its six recycling centres, 
almost 90 % is recycled. 

sörab’s largest recycling centre is located at Hagby in 
Täby. The remaining centres are in Smedby in Upplands 
Väsby, Kvarnkullen in Sundbyberg, Stockby in Lidingö, 
Görväln in Järfälla and at Löt in Vallentuna. Households 
from the sörab municipalities are welcome to visit an 
optional centre and the plants are open at different hours 
spread over the seven days of the week. The opening 
hours can be found on sörab’s website www.sorab.se.

Small company owners are also welcome to visit our 
recycling centres, but just as for all households, they 
have to sort their waste by themselves. There are also 
limitations for the size of the cars that are permitted to 
the centres. 

sörab inquires at equal intervals what the visitors think 
of the recycling centres and their services. The inquiries 
show that the plants are highly appreciated  
and popular. For households the charges for the centres 
are included in the ordinary waste collection tax while 
company owners who use the centres pay through  
buying punch tickets or single tickets. 

The recycling centres are popular. In some periods there might be up to 

130 visitors per hour at a centre. 
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Joint 
Waste Planning
sörab is owned by 10 municipalities and has the task 
to handle the waste from nine of them (Stockholm has 
its own waste management resources). Each municipality 
manages the entrepreneur that should collect the waste 
in the municipality. In order to be able to decide on the 
waste management resources that shall be applied, there 
has to be a co-ordination. This does not mean that each 
of the sörab municipalities has the same waste  
management. There is some place for differences. But 
we have jointly settled and set the main features and the 
basic approach to how the waste should be collected, 
handled and treated in our region in sörab ’s waste plan. 

The joint waste plan is based on the national environ-
mental targets and the regional targets for the waste 
works. That way the recycling shall increase sorting of  
all hazardous waste. 

An important part of the co-operation among the SÖRAB 

municipalities comprises in the contact person group, in 

which employees at the owner municipalities co-operate 

with personnel from SÖRAB. 

The SÖRAB municipalities have worked with a joint 

waste plan since 1988. 

SÖRAB makes sample analyses of the waste 

annually. 
14
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sörab wants to spread knowledge both about our operations and 
about what people alone can do to increase recycling and decrease 
the impact on the environment. We accept visits at Hagby recycling 
plant in Täby as well as at Löt waste plant in Vallentuna but also at 
our remaining plants. Because of the risks that occur at the plants 
with intensive traffic, we prefer to accept primary school students at 
the Smedby plant in Upplands Väsby.

Information 
and Field Trip



Surf on our website www.sorab.se 

Do you want 
to know more?

SÖRAB (Söderhalls Renhållningsverk AB)
POBox 63, SE-186 21 Vallentuna, Sweden

Telephone: +46 (0)8-505 804 00, Fax: +46 (0)8-505 804 19
info@sorab.se • www.sorab.se
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